
 
 
 

OUR LADY & ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

SCIENCE POLICY 
 

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” 
John 10:10 

 
 

Aims and Objectives 
Our aim at OLSJ is to promote the children’s natural curiosity about God’s world around 
them.  They will be encouraged to ask questions, explore their ideas and make 
discoveries for themselves.  Children will be provided with a stimulating environment 
where practical activities are meaningful and challenging.  We endeavour to provide a broad 
and balanced science curriculum which is well suited to the children’s abilities and aptitudes.  
The curriculum will draw from the children’s interests and build upon their experiences. 
 
Time Allocation: 
Key Stage 1: 1 hour 30 minutes per week 
Key Stage 2: 2 hours per week 
At least half of the allocated time is intended for scientific enquiry (Sc1) 
 
Curriculum Content 
We follow the National Curriculum using published Schemes of Work where appropriate.  
Each topic unit is planned to build upon prior learning.  We ensure that there are 
opportunities for children to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and we also build 
progression into the science curriculum, so that the children are increasingly challenged as 
they move up through the school. 
 
At Foundation Stage we teach science in reception classes as an integral part of the EYFS 
profile.  We relate the scientific aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the 
Early Learning Goals and Development Matters which underpin the curriculum planning for 
children aged 3-5.  Science makes a significant contribution the objective in the ELG of 
developing children’s knowledge and understanding of the world. 
 
Inclusion and Equal Opportunities 
We teach science to all children, whatever their ability.  In science we set high expectations 
and provide opportunities for all pupils to achieve.  We recognise that there are children of 
widely different scientific abilities in all classes and we ensure that we provide suitable 
learning opportunities for all children.  We achieve this in a variety of ways by: 

• Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses 

• Setting tasks of increasing difficulty to challenge and extend more able pupils 

• Grouping children by ability and differentiating the tasks to suit each ability group 

• Providing resources which are free from discrimination and sterotyping and are of 
different complexity, matched to the ability of the child 

• Using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children and groups 
 
Teaching and Learning 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in science lessons.  Our principal aim is to 
develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding.  We organise science lessons that 
offer children opportunities to learn in different ways.  These include; whole class teaching, 



group work, paired work, independent work, ICT, fieldwork and educational visits, 
investigations and problem solving and research. 
We encourage the children to ask, as well as answer, scientific questions.  We have 
acknowledged that children learn in many different ways and have preferred learning styles.  
We take this into account in the planning of science activities ensuring that we cater for 
visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learning styles through each unit of work. 
 
Key Skills 
Opportunities for teaching, practising, developing and refining key skills are promoted in 
science.  These include: 

• Communication – speak effectively for different audiences, listen, understand and 
respond appropriately to the ideas of others and participate in group discussions. 

• Application of number – processing data, solve increasingly complex problems and 
explain the reasoning used. 

• Information Technology – using ICT sources and tools to research, analyse, interpret, 
evaluate and present information 

• Working with others – contribution  to small group work or whole class, ability to work 
as a team and the development of the social skills of c0-operation and mutual 
understanding. 

• Improving own learning performance – understanding purpose for learning, reflect on 
the processes of learning, assess progress, identify problems and plan ways to 
improve learning 

• Problem solving – identifying the problem, planning ways to solve a problem, 
monitoring progress and reviewing solutions to a problem. 

 
Thinking Skills 
By using thinking skills pupils can focus on ‘knowing how’ as well as ‘knowing hhat.’  The 
following thinking skills complement the key skills and are embedded in the science 
curriculum. 

• Information processing skills – locating, collecting, sorting, classifying, sequencing, 
comparing, contrasting and analysing information. 

• Reasoning skills – give reasons for opinions, draw inferences, make deductions, use 
precise language to explain thinking and make judgements and decisions informed 
by reasons or evidence 

• Enquiry skills – asking relevant questions, pose and define problems, plan what to do 
and how to research, predict outcomes, anticipate consequences, test conclusions 
and improve ideas. 

• Creative thinking skills – generating and extending ideas, suggesting hypotheses, 
applying imagination, looking for alternative innovative outcomes 

• Evaluation skills – judging the value of what they have read, developing criteria for 
judging the value of their own and others work and ideas, confidence in their 
judgements. 

 
Assessment/Recording/Reporting 
We assess children’s work in science by making informal judgements as we observe and 
discuss scientific concepts with them during lessons.  On completion of a piece of work the 
teacher marks the work and comments as necessary.  Teachers make an assessment of the 
children’s work in science at the end of Key Stage 1.  At the end of 2016, children will 
undertake National Curriculum assessments/test once more in Science. 
 
Monitoring/Evaluation 
It is the responsibility of the science subject leader to monitor standards of the children’s 
work and the quality of teaching in science.  The science subject leader is also responsible 
for supporting colleagues in the teaching of science, for being informed about current 



developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in 
the school 
 
Resources 
We have a range of resources to support planning, teaching and learning in all of the units in 
the science scheme of work.  These are kept in a central store where there are drawers of 
equipment labelled for easy reference.  The library contains a good supply of science topic 
books.  We have a range of computer software available to support children’s scientific 
research and internet access using broadband facilities is available in each classroom. 
 

• THIS DOCUMENT IS a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching 
and learning of Science at Our Lady & St Joseph Catholic Primary School 

• IT WAS DEVELOPED during the Summer of 2015 through a process of consultation 
with teaching staff 

• IT WAS APPROVED by the governing body in Summer 2015 

• THIS POLICY WILL BE REVIEWED in the August of 2018.  A schedule for the 
review of this, and all other policy documents is set out in the school’s Five Year Plan 
of Whole School Improvement. 


